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PSALM CXI. 4- 
He bath wade bis wonder ful Works to be 


full of Compa con. 


ERH APS by the wonder 
yl Works of God in this 
an is meant, his turn- 
ing the Courſe of Nature 
for the fake of his Servants, 
doing great things both 
In a Way of Mercy to his 
People, and in a Way of 
nent to his, and their Enemies; ſuch 
as the Pla gues brought upon Egypt, that i- 


dolatrous Nation, whoſe Gods grew in their 


Gardens; they had alſo their Idols of Silver 


A 2 and 


remembred; the Lord is gracious, and 
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1N's Jubilee: 
and Gold, the Work of Mens Hands ; ſuch 
as their Deliverance out of it, When He: 
brought them forth with an high Hand, and 
ffretch'd out Arm; when Iſrael walked apon dry 
Land in the midſt of the Sea, and the Waters 
were a Wall anto them on their Right Hand, and 
on their Left; when the Waters returned, and 
covered the Chariots, and the Horſemen, and al 
the Hoſt of Pharaoh, there remained not ſo much as 
on of them, Their Deliverances in the Days of 
the Judges ; when Lamps and empty Pitch- 
ers were the Means; when Shamear ſlew fix 
Hundred with an Ox-goad; and Samſon, a 
Thouſand Men with the Jaw-bone of an 
Als; or in the Reign of Saul, when Jona- 
than and his Armour-bearer, with an unpa- 
rallell'd Courage, or rather, by a divine Im- 
pulſe, attack'd the Enemy's Army, and 
made a prodigious Slaughter ; and that fig- 
nal Deliverance, and wonderful Work, when 
that ſtripling David, with a Sling and a Stone, 
ſlew the Goliah of the Philiſtines. 

I. It is our Duty to remember chem, Pſcv. 5. 
Remember his marvellous Werks that he bath done, 
his Wonders, and the Judgments of his Mouth; 
thankfully commemorate the | marvellous 
things he hath done for your Deliverance, 
and his terrible Executions upon your Ene- 
mies. Pſal. Ixxvii. 11. I will remember the 
Works of the Lord; ſarely I will remember thy 
Monders of old; in Time of Diſtreſs I will 
conſider that there may be a Change again, 
| b 
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and comfort my ſelf with the Remembrance 
ofthe former Works of the Lord, and go back 
2s far as the Miracles wrought in Egypt. The 
Memory is the firſt Faculty of the Soul that 
is ripe ; when the Underſtanding is but weak, 
the Memory does excel in Strength; there- 
ſore let us lay up in it, as in a Store-houſe, 
the great things God hath done for us, for 
his Church and People, in all Ages, and in 
all Places. When Iſtael forgit his Works, they 
waited not for his Counſel ; then read the me- 
lancholy Effects, They luſted exceedingly in the 
Wilderneſs; and tempted God in the Deſert; they 
forgot God their Saviour, whith had done great 
things in Egypt, wondrous Works in the Land of 
Ham, and terrible things by the Red Sea: The 
Root of their ſottiſh Apoſtacy was, that they 
did not Keep in Mind what Deliverances 
God had granted them, nor his miraculous 
Works which fill'd the whole Country 
with Wonder and Aſtoniſhment; and this is 
the Reaſon they provoked Him at the Sea, 
even at the Red Sea, at the Time and Place 
that He was crowning them with his Good- 
neſs, and loading them with his Benefits. 
II. I ſhail now enquire into the Method 
God has directed to keep up the Remem- 
brance of them; and that is, | 
1. By folemn Days, two Reaſons given 
for the Reſt or the Sabbath; the one 
in Gen. ii. 3. Ani God bleſſed the ſeventh 
Day, and fandtified it; becanſe that in it 5 
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had reſted from all his Works, which God creat. ¶ mo 
ed and made. Deut. v. 15. And remember to 
that thou waſt a Servant in the Land of Egypt; ¶ ſac 
and that the Lord thy God brought thee out thence, Cl 
through 4 mighty Hand, and by a ſtretched out kn 
Arm; 222 the Lord thy God commande be 
thee to keep the Sabbath Day, as a Memorial of to 
thy Deliverance, when thy Shoulder was removed in 
from the Burden, and thy Hands were delivered Wl ra 
from the Pots, And there was a yearly Re. be. 
membrance of God's ſmiting all the Firſt. ¶ tc 
born in the Land of Egypt, both Man and d 
Beaſt; and of his Goodneſs in commanding t 
the deſtroying Angel to paſs over the Houſes n 
of the Iſraelites. Exod, xii. 14. And this Dey 
ſhall be unto you for a Memorial; and you ſbal 
keep it a Feaſt to the Lord. We read, John x, 
22. And it was at Feruſalem, the Feaſt of Dedi- 
cation, and it was Winter: © A Feaſt (to uſe 
the Words of a learned Commentator) or- 
« dained by the Jews, in Commemoration 
of the new conſecrating of the Altar, after 
it was prophaned by Antiochus; which, 
«© upon that Inſtitution, was obſerv'd by 
« them at this Time;' and approved here 
_ « by the Preſence of Chriſt, though it were 
4 not preſcrib'd by God in the Law. 

2. By teaching them our Children, P/al. 
Ixxviii. 4. We will not hide them from our Chil- 
dren; ſhewing to the Generations 10 come the 
wonderful Works that the Lord hath done; we 
will not be ſo treacherous, as to loſe the Me- 
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mory of them in our Days; but be careful 
to hand the Knowledge of theſe things, as a 


facred Legacy, or Inheritance, unto their 


Children, That the Generation to come might 
know them, even the Children which ſhoald 


be born, which ſhould ariſe and declare them 


to their Children, in order to the convey- 
ing them, by this Method, to the next Gene- 
ration, who were then unborn; who ſhould 


be taught alſo, when they were grown up, 
to deliver them with the ſame Diligence to 


them that come after them; and ſo preſerve 
the Memory of them to all ſucceeding Ge- 


nerations. I/. xxxviii. 19. The Fathers to the 


Children ſhall make known thy Truth. 


The Lord is. gracious, He beared much 


and long with his own peculiar People the 
Jews; how oft did they provoke Him in the 
Wilderneſs, and grieve Him in the Deſert ? 
Yet He faved them when they deſerved Pu- 
niſhment, and in his Wrath thought of Mer- 


and that his tender Mercies are over all his 
Works; our Provocations are many and 
great; we have deſpiſed the Riches of his 
Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Long- 
ſuffering ; and when we have been for Years 
and Ages barren and unfruitful Trees, tho? 
we have been richly manured, JMice hath 
called to have us cut down, and caſt into 


the Fire; but Mercy hath cried for more 


Time, 


Or, The Jojful Dy. 7 


We have alſo taſted that the Lord is good, 
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Time, longer Seaſon, and God hath ba beet 
| intreated ſor the 5 OY 
e Wrath: pg the Dy 


our om Souls; let us in this our Da, under 


: fear. im. There is not a greater Diſpropor- 


his Children, ſo the Lord gitieth chew that fea 


than che Lord is to — who 
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God apy 


ation of the r Huge 74 
How's the 277, the belong unto ur Fate, be 


are hid our Eyes. 

wr! full of lo og the Lord is pitify 
E f tender Mercy, fal. cvi. 44. Never 
_ He regarded their Aflictian whev H 
heard their Cry; when, in their Diftrek, 
they, made a lamentable Moan, and. promiſe 
| Amendment; In 4 their Aﬀlidtion He ng 5 
alflicted, and the Angel of bis Preſence ſav 
ed them; no Pity like that of the Al. 
mighty to his Servants; it goes beyond th: 1 
Bowels of the moſt tender Mother, who, in 
a Siege and Famine, have laid violent Hands 
upon the Fruit of her own Womb; Cs «i 
Mother forget her 7 ta Infant? Tes, ſhe has; 
but I will never leame ghee nor forſake thee, ſaiil ; 


the Lord. As hig h as the Heavens are above tht 


Earth, fo great 4 bis Mercy tamards them that 


tion between the vaſt Circhmference of the 
Heavens, and this little Spot of Earth, than 
there is between his Mercies towards us, an 

our ſmall Services. Lite as the Father pitiel 


bim. Ng Father can be more . and 
tender-hearted to his _— Children, 
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is Chaſtiſements, as to fear to offend Him 
or the Time to come. r 

I ſhall now proceed to what I chiefly aim 
it, and what is proper for this Joyful Day; 
and that is, to conſider his wonderful Works 
towards us. And here I ſhall go no farther 
hack than the Reformation from Popery. It 
were endleſs to number up all the inſup- 
portable Hardſhips that were put upon this 


Church and Nation, when we were in Bon- 


h dage to ſpiritual Rome; the Peter-pence ; the 
tes; the exorbitant Payments for the 
"WM £7iſcopal Pall; the giving the richeſt Benefices 
f to Foreigners, Who never ſet Foot in the 


Kingdom, but ſerv'd their Cures by Mend. 
cant Prieſts; whereby the Riches of the Na- 
tion were exported, and the Inhabitants of 
the Land became ignorant, poor, and mi- 
Z F 
The exorbitant Immunities granted to 40. 
beys and Religious Houſes, who were, by Pa- 
pal Balls, exempted from Regal and Epiſcopal 
Juriſdiction ; and Sauctuaries were opened 
for all Manner of profligate Offenders, where- 
dy immenſe Riches were brought to their 
Flouſes; but a fatal Stop was put to the 
Courſe of Juſtice; at laſt they became fo 
impudent in their Wickedneſs, that they a- 
vowedly, in the Face of the Sun, let ſome of 
their Farms for a Tribute to their Euſts. 


B King 
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King Henry VIII, who, in the firſt Years 
of his Reign, was zealous for Ignorance and 
ao Idolatry, writ a Book with much Warmth 
== againſt Luther, and the Reformation; but th 
i} \ „ Tu OO Hearts, of Kings are in the Hands. of the 

Lord, this high-ſpirited Prince, upon juſt 
Provocations, broke with the antichriſtian 

- - See of Rome; aboliſh'd the Pope's Supre. 

'  macy; gave the People Liberty to read the 

oly Scriptures in their Mother Tongue 

| _ -x:1rpated Pilgrimages, and ſome of the 
|... groſſer Parts of Popery: And thus the Light WW} 
141-8 of the Goſpel began to ſhine in this Land. n 

His Son Edward the VIth, a Youth: of ex- n 

traordinary Parts, and of great Hopes, by f 

the Aſſiſtance of pious 3, a who were p 

afterwards bleſſed Martyrs, I mean, Cranm 5 

and Ridley, went a great Length to complcat Ml x 
our Reformation: The Book of Common. Pra Ne 

was then compoſed, and the Articles of ou WM 
1: Religion ſet forth, which, with ſome few Al- t 
TEE terations, have ever ſince been the Standard r 
|| of our Church. Commiſſioners were alſo ap- Ne 

pointed to review the Canon- Law; and if what Ml} 

was then drawn up by them, after mature . 
Deliberation and great Judgment, had paſſed WM 1 
into an Act, this Church and Nation might Ill 
hae been juſtly ſtyled 2 wiſe and an under- 
ſtanding People; but it was our Unhappineſs . 
then, and 1s our Misfortune ſtill, that the 
things that belong unto our Peace were then, ©. 
and are as yet, hid from our Eyes. This 
FPS bY CIS. ah 8 VVV 11 16 | good 


1 


BE. -Dr, The Joyful Day, 
doo King died in the Flower of his Days, 
hen he and his wiſe Counſellors were con- 


* 

tek. Ds : _ 
— 1 
11 


triving to make our Church pure, primitive, 


god |Apoltolical. © 

The pious Preachers and Writers of that 
Age obſerve, that the crying Sins of the Re- 
formers provoked God to take Him away by 
an immature Death, whenas honeſt Latimer 
complained too many were Goſpellers for the 
lake of Abbey-Lands. | 


His Siſter Mary ſucceeded Him,who quick- 


ly brought us back again to Egypt, fer on a 
moſt fierce Perſecution againſt the Refor- 
mers; Five Biſhops, many Divines, and ſome 


Hundreds of Gentlemen and Tradeſmen, to- 


gether with Women, and ſome Virgins, were 


burnt at the Stake, and glorified God in the 


Fre. Juſtice muſt be done to an Enemy, 
eruel Gardiner, who was then chief Miniſter 
of State, who, by his ſubtle Management, 
ſacrificed our Religion both to his Reſent- 
ments and Inclinations, yet took ſuch Care 
of our Civil Privileges in her Marriage with 


Philip of Spain, that it was owing to us 


Conduct, we were not at that time made a 
Province to that Prince, who then aimed at 
an univerſal Monarchy in Weſt Europe; it 


had been well, exceedingly well for Great Bri- 
Min, if ſome, who were lately at the Head of 


low d his Example. As the Reign of this 


1 


. 
K 


5 
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the Adminiſtration, had in this Branch fol- 
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nn. 


Blood of Innocents, ſo chere was a viſibl 
Frown of Providence upon all her Under 


takings : Calice, the Key of France, was loſt! 


and there was ſuch a feebleneſs and disjoint: 
ing at Home, that She died as little lamentet 
as any of her Predeceſſors, the Popiſh Clergy 
being almoſt the only Mourners that were z 
mong her own People. . 
Aſter Her, that bright and Morning - Stat 
glorious Queen Elizabeth, aſcended the Thron 
with the joyful Shouts and Acclamations of Her 
People, who reviv'd the Spirits of the Reformer 
at Her firſt entrance into the City, kiſſing th 
Bible, (then preſented to her) and putting i 
near her Heart; who quickly reſtored the Re 
formation, but ſomething ſhort of what He 
good Brother had done. That She might recon 
cile the Papiſts to the Worſhip of the Exglſ 


Church, that Suffrage in the Litany, FH 


the Tyranny of Rome, and all her deteſtable B. 
normities, good Lord deliver us, was left out, 
For the Fn Twenty Years of Her Reign, 
there was a marvellous Zeal in Preaching; 
and the Biſhops, who had been Exiles. in the 
Marian Perſecution, were not rigorous in the 
impoſing indifferent things; and oh! that 
that Spirit had ſtill continued; But 'tis Mat. 
ter of Lamentation, that rougher Meaſure 
were taken. The Honourable Privy-Councl, 
in a Letter to the Primate of the Church, com 
_ plains, © That great Numbers of zealous and 
learned Preachers were ſuſpended from their 
1 | . „Cures 
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bie Cures ; and that they did not hear of any 
en Proceedings againſt ſuch as were charged, or 
{WF chargeable with great and erroneous Faults, 
nt and Filthineſs of Life. Thus the turning the 


Power of the Church againſt the Puritans, 
ather than Prophanenefs, was what. did the 
hurch more Hurt than Good; and it muſt 


Lf that glorious Reign. „ 
King James the Firſt came next to the 
hrone, without any Oppoſition; but his 
piving up all the Advantages of a glorious 
ind {ucceſsful War, that had been carried on 


i many Years againſt Spain; his caſting himſelf 
eMMBlindfold into a Peace with them, far more 
Mdeſtrudtive to England than a War; who, at 
„chat time, to prevent our Conjunction with 
ae, would not have denied Him an. 


thing, even to the Half of the Indies, was ſuc 
a Reflection upon the Wiſdom, Honour, and 


„ intereſt of the Nation, that I have not met 
wich any thing like it in Hiſtory, but the 
igaominious Peace that was made in the cloſe 


of the late Reign. It has been obſerv'd of 
<F this Nation, that we have loſt by Treaties 
what we have gain'd by Valour; they who 
could not face us in the Field, have over- 
charged us in the Cabinet; and all along we 
, 


have ſeemed to be ſtronger in a Battle, than 


in Council. His Struggles with his firſt Par- 


: 
(I liament, concerning the Privileges of the 


8 Houſe of Commons, occaſioned too much dif- 
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de confeſſed, that this was the only Blemiſh 
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content. Then a Sett of Divines ſprung u 
and not before, who were for Enlarging th 
Prerogative beyond- the Bounds fixed by th 
Conſtitution; a Reverend Biſhop did n. 
eſcape Cenſure, for giving all to . 
out reſerve. When His Royal Daughter 
the Lady Elisabeth, was Married to the 80 
rene Elector of the Palatinate, who acceptel 
of the Crown of Bohemia, it was an Amaze 
ment to the whole Chriſtian World, that H 
would not ſuffer him to beprayed for in th 
Churches of Great Britain, as King of Bohemii 
His not ſupporring him in that controvert 
Title, and ſending an Ambaſſadour, inſtead d 
an Army, when all was at Stake; ſuffering 
the Elector to periſh for want of a ſeaſonabl: 
Supply, gave the Proteſtants of Germany a mol 
melancholy Proſpect; and had not the brave 
Guſtavus. Adolphus of Sweden interpoſed, in al 
* , the Reformation had intirelj 
Junk in that large Empire. His unaccount: 
able Ambition to Marry his Son to a Daugh- 
ter of Spain, and afterwards to one of Fran: 
was the true Spring of all our Miſeries. Al 
Kings give away Money at their Coronati- 
on, but His profuſe. giving away all His 
Reign, loaded the Crown ſo much with 
Debt, that his unfortunate Son was intangled 
with inextricable Difficulties. He was 4 
learned Prince, and employed his Pen much 
againſt the unjuſt Uſurpations of the Church 

of Rome, and left the Legacy of a Wiſh to 
| . . OS any 
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x of his. Poſterirythar ſhould, Apoſtarize 
om. the Proteſtant; Religion. 
Charles the Firſt came next, who, by. a fa- 
1 Miſtake in Politicks, broke with his Par- 
aments, to skreen a corrupt Miniſter, who: 
poſed of all the Graces. of the King, con- 
ring. all the Honours, and all the Offices, 
[the Three Kingdoms, without a Rival; in 
iſpenſing, whereof, he was guided more by 
lppetite, than any good Rules of Judgment: 
this nice part, 1 (hal uſe the Words of the: 
Joble Hiſtorian ; “ No Man can ſhew me 
a Sgurce from, whence thoſe Waters of Bit. 
terneſs we now taſte, have more probably 
flowed, than from the unreaſonable, unskil- 
ful, and precipitate Diſſolutions of Parlia- 
ments; in which, by an unjuft Survey of 
the Paſſion, Inſolence, and Ambition of 
particular Perſons, the Court mea ſured the 
Temper and Affection of the Country; 
and by the ſame Standard the People con- 
* fider?d. the Honour, Juſtice and Piety of 
the Court; and fo uſually parted at thoſe; 
* fad Seaſons, with no other Reſpe& and, 
* Charity one towards the other, than ac». 
* Companies Perſons, who never meant to 
meet but in their own Defence. I can» 
not but wonder at thoſe Counſels which 
* perſuaded the Courſes then taken. I do 
not know any formed Act of either Houſe 
(that was not agreeable to the Wiſdom, 
and Juſtice of great Courts upon thoſe 
A e | e e ex- 
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4 extraordinary Occaſions: And whoever 


4 conſiders the Acts of Power and Injuſtice 


4 of ſome of the Miniſters in thoſe Tnteryalz 


« of Parliament, will not be much ſcands. 
ce ſiz ed at the warmth and vivacity of thoſe 
Meetings“. The impoſing Ship- Mone, 
which the Noble Hiſtorian calls a Spring and 
Magazine that ſhould have no Bottom, and 
for an everlaſting Supply of all Occaſions 
The Council- Table and Star-Chamber en- 
larged their Juriſdictions to a vaſt Extent, 


holding (as Thacydides faid of the Atheniaut) 
for Honourable that which pleaſed, and for 


Juſt that which profited. The Circumſtances 


and Proceedings in theſe new extraordinary 


Caſes, Stratagems, and Impoſitions, were very 


unpolitick, and even deſtructive to the Services 


intended; no wonder the anpreſidented Proceed. 
ings raiſed Fears and Jealouſies in a free Nation. 
I muſt and will freely own, that there were 


near Twenty Years of Anarchy and Confu- 


ſion, when God poured Contempt upon 
Princes; a Civil War, the moſt deſtructive 


the Sun ever held Light unto, which was be⸗ 
gun by Thouſands who never intended it, 


and wrought the Ruine of that both Sides la- 
boured to preſerve. When God made the 
Glory of the King to ceaſe, and caſt his Throne 
down to the Ground; a King of the moſt 


Harmleſs Diſpoſition, the moſt exemplary Pi- 


ety, the greateſt Sobriety, Chaſtity, and Mer- 
cy, that any Prince hath been endowed oe - 


eo © fra CY Fry mas mrs 


2 


hy ſhould a great Body of Chriſtians, of 
whom many are within, and ſome without 
the National Pale, be reflected upon as ac- 
ceſſary. to this barbarous Murder, when the 
Legiſlature declares, that it was perpetrated 
by a Handfulof Miſereants? And the noble 


} Clarendon; © That he had, at that Time, 
F © more the Hearts of his Subjects than at 


« any other Time.” And when, in the 
pretended High Court of Juſtice, they were 
reading, In the Name of the Commons of 
England, an eminent Lady ſtood up, and o. 
penly told them: “It was a Lie; there was 


l not the tenth Part of the People for it. 
: Charles the Second; after many Years Ex- 
f lle, was invited Home to the Throne of 


his Father, and to the Hearts of his Peo- 
ple; and returned with the univerſal Joy 
of the Nation. The King ſet forth a wiſe 
Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Matters; and 
had that paſſed: into a Law, it would, in a 
great Meaſure, have healed our Diviſions ; 
at that Time it had been a very eaſy thing 
to have made up all Difference among us; 
unhappy Counſels were followed, ſtrict Laws: _=_ 
ere made, and too many carried for rough =_ 


N Methods: In ſhort, ſevere Proceedings were 1 
e Nr on Foot, and fer on with bad Deſigns; 1 
d for our Diviſions, there were then, and 

; Ne been ever ſince, great Thoughts of 

. leart; and if ſome ſeem'd not ſo well 

. Neaſed as they were before, was there not 


C a 
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a Cauſe given them to diſlike the Dutch. 
War? eſpecially the ſtrange Beginning of it 
upon the Smyrna Fleet? and the ſtopping the 
Exchequer ? The Declaration for the Tolera. 
tion, and the Writs for the Members of 
the Houſe, were Matters of hard Digeſtion, 
The North Britains will not eaſily forget the 
' ſevere Penal Laws that were made in his 
Reign, and put in Execution by Military 
Troops; which they did in the moſt bar. 
barous Manner that could be, even beyond the 
_ Extent of thoſe very Laws; and they treated 
the People as inkumanely, as if they had 
been in an Enemy?s Country: Thoagh Solo- 
mon was beloved of his God, and God mui: 
him Ring over all Iſrael ; nevertheleſs him dit 

out-landiſh Women make to ſin. — 
His Brother James next filled the Britiſ 
Throne, who, the firſt Time in Council, 
declared himſelf a Papiſt, and gave them a 
cautiouſly worded Promiſe, to maintain the 
Church of England. It was given out, that 
Honour was the King's Idol; and fancy'd, 
that a publick Reliance on his Word would 
give. them an Intereſt in his Majeſty, that 
was generous, and more ſuitable to the No- 
bleneſs of a Princely Nature, than any new 
Laws could be; fo that they acquieſc'd in 
it, and gave the King a vaſt Revenue for 
Life; but his putting 2 many into Places df 
Office that were Papiſts ; his diſpenſing with 
all ſuch Laws as were a Barrier for 10 
: he. 1 


© « 65 >» 
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dy 
upon” the Church of England, who had al. 


his ruinous Counſels, put the Church in a 
melancholy Damp; his treating the Mem- 
bers of a noble Foundation in Oxford, who 
petition'd him with great Humility, with 
WH great Roughneſs; calling them, turbulent and 
aitious, for doing juſt as much, and no 
WH more,” than what they were oblig'd by Oath 
to do; gave us a fad Proſpect of what we 
were to expect. His ſetting forth a Decla- 
ration in Scotland, wherein were the follow- 
ing \ Clauſes of Abſolute Power, which all 
our . Subjects are to obey: A Power with- 
out. Reſerve; this was carrying Obedience 
many Sizes beyond what the Grand Seignior 
has ever yet claimed; it was never ſo 
much as pretended, that Subjects were 
bound to obey their Prince without Reſerve; 
and to be of his Religion, becauſe he would 
have it ſo, till the Days of the late Converſion 
by Drag oons in a neighbouring Kingdom. His 
diſchargingsthe Proteſtant, and raiſing a Po- 


„h Army in Ireland, with a Deſign to change 
our Religion, and to deſtroy our Church; 
n his ſerting the Wolves to keep the Sheep; 


together with his impoſing a ſpurious Birth, 
as the undoubted Heir to the Crown, pur 
us into the utmoſt Diſtreſs; and had not 
our noble and generous Patriots, with one 
8 Hear 
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Doctrine of Reſiſtae, which the ableſt 
Counſel for a late Incendiary declared al. 


Mater. 


1 full of Joy, the Extacy of Gladneſs that 
ſpread over the whole Nation, upon filling “ 


—ʃ 


Heart and : Voice, Sd that Chriſtian 


lowable, in 2 5 of extreme Neceſſity 
in general; and this in particular, when 
there was fo manifeſt. an Attempt ſor the 
total Subverſion of the Conſtitution, had we 
not uſed the Means that God put into our 
Hands, we had been in a more miſerable 
State than the Gibeonites, who were con- 
demned to be Hewers of Wood, and . of 


Who can romenihes,” wits an len 


the Throne with the IIluſtrious WILLI 4 M WE 
and MAR 7,after we had been for full Sixty Ma 


Years diſtreſſed by Popiſh Matches in the v 
Royal Family? And, on the other hand, who WW v 


can. remember, without an Heart full of Grief re 
the Ingratitude of a Party, who ſtyl'd them- Mt 
ſelves, The Charch, who, in a Time of great In 
Danger, when all was at Stake, promiſed I tl 
the Diſſenters, either a Coalition, or a Tole- W { 


ration, or at leaſt to leave ſgne Things, 


\ 
which were indifferent in their Nature, as ! 


indifferent in their Uſe? The Biſhops, in 


their Addreſs to the King, declared, that 
« They were ready to come to ſuch a Tem- 
* per with Diſſenters, as ſhould be thought 
« proper in Parliament and Convocation.” 
And a great Divine, who was then the 
Oracle 


Sat * het o N TA"; Y *- 
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Oracle of the Church, gives us the ſollowing 
Words, in one of his Papers from Holland; 
4 The Nation ſees too viſibly, how dear 
the Diſpute about Conformity. has coſt us, 
4 to ſtand any more upon ſuch Punctilio's; 
« and thoſe in whom our Deliverance is 


„ wrapt up, underſtand this Matter too 


4 well, and judge too right of it, to ima- 
« gine, that ever they will be Prieſt.ridden in 
« his Point. And I will boldly fay this, 
& that if the Church of England, after She has 
got out of this Storm, will return to hearken 
6 toithe Peeviſhneſs of ſome ſour Men, She 
6 will be abandon'd both of God and Man, 


Her. Yet when a Convocation was called, 


would not make the leaſt Abatement, nor 


to the Comminations confſeſſed to be wanting; 
nor take away that ſcandalous Practice, of 
the Commutation of Penance, when the moſt 
ered Cenſures were made a Money-Matter : 


Church might be made the Perfection of 
| Beauty, the Joy of the whole Earth ; her Judg- 
ment ty*d Her to our Communion, but Her 
Charity was extended to all, The es 
that 
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and will ſer both Heaven and Earth againſt 


and a Royal Licenſe ready, the general Cry 
was; Nolamns mutare Leges Angliæ; they 


reſtore that Diſcipline that is in the Prefare 


Will Poſterity, will the Ages to come, be- 
bexe any bia of hi? I 
Bleſſed, Bleſſed Queen MART, was ftill 

puſhing on a further Reformation, that our 
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GREAT BRITAIN'S + 
that ſome have taken to unchurch great By. 
dies of Chriſtians, for ſome Deſects and Ii. 
regularities, were Strains that She could no 
afſent to; nor indeed could She well bez 
them: She long'd to ſee us in a cloſe Con. 
junction with all Proteſtants Abroad; and 
hoped we might ſtrengthen our ſelves at 
Home, by uniting to us as many as could be 
brought within our Body; but this bright 
Morning-ſtar 'was taken out of our Ho. 
rizon before any thing was accompliſh'd: 
and that good King, who was both a Moſes and 
a Joſbus, Who had brought us out of Eg), 
and ſettled us in Canaan; who had redeem: 
ed us from the Enemy, and ſaved us from thoſe 
that hated us, was all the remaining Part « 
his Reign embarraſſed by a turbulent Part, 
who made the Church their Cant, but meant 
St. Germains, and the abdicated King; he 
lived, and juſt lived, to ſettle the Crown in 
the Proteſtant Line, in the preſent Royal 
Family; for which great Act, not only we, 
but the Ages to come, the Children that arc 
yet unborn, will ariſe and call Him bleſſed. 
I Will not fay one Word of the laſt Reign, 
but only this; If the latter Part had been 
anſwerable to the Beginning, in all Proba- 
bility, Weſt Europe, before this Time, had 
been in a ſecure Peace, and the Libertics 
thereof put upon a true Baſis, ws 
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Or, The e Day. 233; 
I ſhould now ſpeak of his wonderful Works, 
in relation to the Rejoicings of this Day. I 
am not ignorant, that fome murmur” upon 
the breaking in upon the Lineal Succeſſion; 
but tis no more than what is practis'd in 


> 


A 


. : 

* 1 

] . 
„ &. 

SIA 


Wall States and Governments. In France and 
Germany, their Heir-Male only can ſucceed ;; 
Wamong us, The Heir "drab and the preſent 
tag of Spain is ty'd down to Terms and 

Conditions: But I have already, upon State- 
WD gs, and particular Occaſions, faid ſo much 
concerning the preſent Royal Family, that 
WW hope it is needleſs to enlarge at preſent. 


hope I have fatisfy*d a great many, upon 


0 

hom the Enemies of our happy Conſtitution 1 
ere uſing all wretched Arts to make wrong EE. 
I preſſions; only remember, we have now ; bo 
ch a Bleſſing as Great Britain never falw 


before; a Proteſtant KING, a Proteſtant 
PRINCE, and a Proteſtant PRINCESS; 1 
allow me to give her Royal Highneſs the 1 


„Princeſs of Wales, her juſt Praiſes, nom Iniqui- 1 
9 does abound, and the Love of many does wax "a 
. ala; who has given ſuch a bright Inſtance 1 
„of her Zeal to the Reform'd Religion, that 

n have not met with any thing that looks 

a. like a Parallel in the preſent, or in former 

d Ages of Chriſtianity ; ſhe is conſtant at the 


Divine Service and Sermons in the Royal 
Chappel ; ſuch a Majeſty in her Preſence, ſuch 
a Serenity in her Countenance, ſuch Strains 
In her Devotion, ſuch a diligent Attendance 
| : _ at 


1 
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at Sermons, not ſo much as a wandring E 
that T have not often: ſeen any thing like N 
in her, much of the late Queen Mary is re; 
vived, who was the: beſt, God knows, the 
much beſt Part of us all: And the Chara. 
cter that a late Reverend Prelate gives of het, 
may be juſtly apply d to her Royal Highneſi; 
« a cheerful Temper, and a lively Deport- 
„ ment; ſhe has in her all the Graces of 

her own Sex, and all the Greatneſs. of ours. 
I have. now done with Characters; and iſ 
I have deliver'd ſome bold Truths, excuſe 
me; it is Stupidity, and not Patience, to be 
cold and lukewarm, while Great Britain, and 
the Proteſtant Religion, are in their laſt 
Struggles, whether they muſt live or die: 
We muſt now ſpeak, or elſe for ever here 
after hold our Peace; we have to do with 
a a reſtleſs Party, who are as fooliſh as 
they are malicious. Let Favour be ſhewed to 
the Wicked, yet he will not learn Righteouſneſs. 
In the Land of Uprightneſs they have dealt per- 
verſly, and haue not conſidered the Majeſty of out 
God. Our Enemies are like the troubled Sea, 
i 4 throwing up Mire and Dirt; and are, per- 
*haps,: the greateſt Inſtances of Inſolence a- 
gainſt Government that any Age has pro- 
duced; they will neither govern their Paſ- 
ſions, nor bridle their Tongues, but are fi- 
ling the Nation with Lies and Slanders; 
when they are at work in almoſt every Coffe- 
Houſe: in the City, and every Ale-Houſe * 
. e - the 
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the Country, defaming the Government, and. 
ll chat adhere to it; the Virulence of their 

bels, and of their whole Behaviour, is 
of ſuch a Strain, that this Age, how fruitful 
ſoever in bad things, has not yet produced 
ay thing like it; they have not as yet ſuf- 


gerd any thing, (but others have ſuffer'd 
much by them,) and yet Hiſtory will not 


furniſh us with the Account of any Faction, 
hat raged fo much as they do at preſent ; 
ome Serpents may be charm'd, but theſe 
are a Generation of Vipers that ſhut their 
Bars, and will not be charmed, but will 
dite and poyſon all they can. 

Stand till, and let me. reaſon with you, 
of the great things God hath done for us. 
Ever ſince we Reform'd from | Pogery, we 
have had two Parties ſtruggling in fur very 
bowels; ſome of our firſt Worthies had 
00 warm a Struggle about Matters Extra- 


ſſential; there were Cranmer and Ridley, 


leading Men on the one Side; there were 
Hooper, Rogers, and os, on the other ; 
the Flames did not end the Controverſy ; 
thoſe that eſcap'd the Fire, wrangl'd in their 
Exile at Frankfort ; and when they return'd 


Home, in a ſhort Time freſh Fuel was 


added to the Fire; the Beginning of Strife is 
like the lettiug out of Waters ; the Breaches on 
both Sides were made wider : The one Par- 
ty declared the Church Pure, Primitive, and 
Apoitolical ; the other laid too many Faults 
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26 GREAT BRITAIN'S Jubilee: 


to her Charge: That there is a DefeQ in 
her Diſcipline, appears plain from the Con. 
minations on Aſb- Medneſdey, where we read, 
that a podly Diſcipline is wanting. Com. 
miſſioners of the Clergy and Laity were ap- 
pointed in the Reign of Henry the Eighi, 

and Edward the Sixth, to review the Canon. 
Law ; and when all was juſt finiſh'd, the 
Death of that good King prevented the 
paſſing it into an Act. I cannot conceive 
what was the true Reaſon of dropping tlis 
Matter, in the Beginning of Queen Elis. 
beth's Reign; towards the Concluſion of it, 
there were Bills put into the Houſe of Con- 
mons againſt ſome Abuſes; but thoſe that got 
too much by them, made great Uſe of this 
that it was the Puritan Party that promoted 
' theſe Bills, to render the Church odious; 
whereas it ſeems more probable, that thok 
who ſet them forward, what inyidious 
Characters foever their Enemies might put 
them under, were really the Friends of the 
Church; it is more than probable, that we 
ſhould neither have had Separations, not 
Civil Wars, if that great Defign had not 
been abortive. For many Years after, 
too much Severity was uſed towards the 


puritanical Divines; and when many c 


them were fully conformable, according to 
the Conſtitution, a new Teft was put upon 
them, to read a Declaration for Sports and 
Recreations upon the Lord's- Da, Winclr-d 
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pened the Flood-gates, and let in all manner 
of - Prophaneneſfs,, like a Deluge: Aſter- 
noon Sermons were prohibited, and Week- 
Lectures ſuppreſſed; and too many, for 
Non-Compliance, were ſilenc'd, and ſome 
deprived; when a new Scene was quickly 
open'd, and ſome learned and moderate Pre- 
lates were for an Agreement; and made 


ſuch Conceſſions, as, in the Opinion of all 
who had not other Views, were thought 


reaſonable; then nothing would ſerve but 
a total Extirpation of Epiſcopacy and Li- 
turgy; which one of the moſt pious of the 
puritanical Party obſerved, and faid, with a 


true Prophetick Spirit, © That the Time 


„would come, when they would repent 
© the refuſing ſuch reaſonable and Chriſtian 
# Propoſals.” I will not trace the Scenes 
of: Blood and Horror that follow'd. At the 
Reſtoration, we loſt a happy Opportunity to 
have healed all our Diviſions, and to have tri- 
umphed over all the Diſſenters, not by ruin- 
ing them, but by overcoming them with a 
Spirit of Love and Gentleneſs, which is the 
only Victory that a generous and Chriſtian 


Temper can defire. In ſhort, unhappy 


Counſels were ſollow'd, and ſevere Laws 
were made; and here the molt ſober and 
learned Men, who were afterwards Diſſen- 
ters,” had too much Reaſon to complain; 
who- reſiſted the proſperous V/arper, even un- 
to Blood, and, in the Opinion of a great 

: | D 2 Judge, 
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uſed, for their Zeal to bring back the King; 
for, at that Time, without their Aſſiſtance, 
the Chureh Party could not have reſtored 
him to the Throne of his Anceſtors. 
Upon the breaking out of the Popi 
Plot in 1678, many of the Clergy expreſſed 
a great Deſire for coming to ſome Temper, 
in the Point of Conformity: The Parliament 
in 1680, entred upon a Project of healing 
our Differences; in which great Steps were 
made to the removing of all the Occaſions 
of our Conteſt; the Leaders of the Diſſenters, 
to the Amazement of all Perſons, made no 
Account of this, and even ſeemed uneaſy at 
it. I have already given a Hint of what 
was done at the Revolution; it is a miſe- 
rable Cafe, that the things that do belong t1 
our Peace, ſhould be yet hid from our Eyes. 

T have now, according to the beſt of my 
Knowledge and Reading, put Facts in their 
true Light, bath on the ane, and the other 
Side; if ſome Perſons find ' themſelves un- 
eaſy, they muſt not blame me, but Truth; 
for I have not yet learned to lie for God: 
When will our Breaches be cloſed ? When 
will our Diviſions be healed ? Where are 
the Perſons that do fincerely pray for the 
Peace of our Jeruſalem ? What have the Diſſen- 
ters done, that ſuch a Rage ſhould be ſpirit- 
ed up againſt them, as it they were not fit 
to. live, and breath the common Air with 
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TY 
me Britons ? Perhaps I know them as well 
s any: Man of my Character; they are to 
Man hearty to the Conſtitution; and, 
xerhaps, this is their great Crime with ſome; 
hey are induſtrious in their Callings and 
rades, ot ſlothful in Buſineſs, none of them 
ating the Bread of Idleneſs; and they are 
xxcellent Inſtruments, by their Frugality, 
o enrich a Nation. Few, very few of them 
ire a Burden to our Pariſhes; and if our 


bey axe at preſent. They diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelyes in the ſtrict Obſervance of the Lord?s- 
Dy; in teaching their Children to read the 


5 = 0 


Our Enemies have caſt us into many Con- 
vulſions, both into the Fire and into the 
Water; making us too hot when we ſhould 


warm. It is not for the Intereſt of the 


Church to provoke or exaſperate them, ſince 
they will be the more our Enemies. Some 
| hink Severity makes Men confider ; but I 
eim afraid, it heats them too much; when 
+ Wome of the Diſciples were for calling down 
Fire from Heaven upon thoſe Villages that 
- Wretuſed to receive our Bleſſed Saviour, He 
t Weave them this ſoft Anſwer ; You know not 
1 {Wis Spirit you are of; for the Son of Man is 
. . = 0s 


wn People would but follow their Example, 
pur Poor would not be that growing Charge 


Scriptures ; and in keeping up the Worſhip 
of God in their Families; from whence 
proceed the Heats that enflame us at preſent. 


be cooler, and cold when we ſhould be 


320 GREAT BRITAINS Jabilee: FE 
= not come to deftroy Mens: Lives, but to. ſay 
| them. —.— the Apoſtolical Canon,; * 
The Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive ; lM; 
be gentle, apt to teach; in Meekneſs inſtruttini; 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. ' n 
We have ta do with an Enemy, I mean 
the Church of. Rowe, who, if they can ga lit 
us once into their Power, wilt devour uy 
one aſter another; and thoſe that can plead WR 
the 8 Merit towards them, if the n 
are ſteady to their Religion, can expect 9 
better Uſage than to be devoured laſt: Lai, 6 
did I ſay? Perhaps it may be their Fate u 
be deyoured firſt; what has been, may be: } 
None could plead more Merit than the 
Church, in the Reign of James the Secong iff 
and yet they were the firſt marked out for Wl \ 
Deſtruction; they then took up, and ſhe. \ 
tered an Intereſt that was almoft Dead, andi 
by their Warmth gave it Life ; which yet, 
like the Snake in the Boſom, was like to 
have bit us to Death _ | 


Let us remember the great things God hath 
done for us: Let us remember the Vows of 
Gad are ypan us; the Vows that we made 
in the Hour of Diſtreſs. Let it not be faid, 
that the Promiſes of our Church, are the 
Vows of Mariners in a "Tempeſt. Ungrate- 
ful Oxford, confider how: much thou art ad- 
vanced ſince the glorious Revolution, both 
ms - in thy Buildings and Endowments; ½ 
WS - Bricks are turued into Marble, and thy Sycamores 
ain | 3 | | | 1 1¹ 
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Or, The TJojfal Dy. © gn 
note Cedars; We are Brethren, why ſhould 1 
n; re fall out by the Way? F we bite and de- 
ul our one #nother, we ſhall be conſumti and de- | 


chen one of another. The Church, and the 
moderate Diſſenters, are nearer one another 


ain Principle than in Practice: It is a fad thing, 
« What we ſhould be like Thorns and Briars 
u ene to another; don't let us give them any | 
0 WRaſon to complain, that of late Years we 
ire been rather drawing nearer to Rome, 
io than departing farther from it. They are 
our worſt, and our moſt formidable Enemies, 
08 who fay, they are of the Church of England, 
WF but are not; who, upon all Occaſions, mag- 
Ie nify the Strength, the Policy, and Subtilty, I 
oi not fay Wiſdom, of our Adverſaries, 
8 who aſſociate themſelves openly to thoſe, 
bo are the avowed Enemies of our Con- 
ai ficution. 5 
5 To conclude: Let us not only give God 
089 Thanks for the preſent Mercies, but endea- 
your to walk worthy of them; and ſeriouſly 
"WM to lay to Heart the great Dangers we are 
"MW in by our unhappy Diviſions. Come, join 
with me in the following Prayer, taken out 4 
of one of the occaſional Offices. hg 
X Lmighty God, infatuare and defeat a 
a all the ſecret Counſels-of the Un- 
“ godly ; abate their Pride, aſſwage their 
Malice, and confound their Devices; 


" ſtrengthen the Hands of our Gracious So- 
vereign 
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4 vereign Lord King GEO RGE, and 1 
E with judgment and Juſtice, to cut 9 
“ ſuch Workers of Iniquity, as turn Religig 

4 into Rebellion, and Faith into Factio 
a 4 Protect and defend our Sovereign Lo 
« the King, with the whole Royal Fami) 
© from all Treaſons and Conſpiracies; | 
< unto Him an Helmet of Salvation, and; 
56 ſtrong Tower of Defence. againſt the Fac 
4“ of all his Enemies; as for. thoſe. that an 
« implacable, cloath them with Shame and 
« Confuſion ; but upon, Him, and his Pol 
“ rity, let the Crown for ever flouriſh, 
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